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Letters: A little more light on jails 

May 9, 2013 

Re "An insider bashes Baca," Editorial, May 2 

We strongly agree with The Times that recent news about Los Angeles County Sheriff Lee 

Baca's mismanagement of the jails should push the Board of Supervisors to hire an independent 

inspector general to oversee the Sheriff's Department. The Citizens' Commission on Jail 

Violence recommended that the supervisors "create a committee consisting of representatives of 

the board, the department and the public to oversee the hiring process and recommend a 

candidate for the job." 

Unfortunately, the supervisors have instead hired a firm that is running a confidential search, 

screening candidates solely through the county chief executive, with no public outreach. 

For too long our jails have been run without community input. Only when the ACLU, the media 

and the jails commission began shining a spotlight on the jails did things improve. Letting the 

public play a role in selecting the inspector general would be another step in the right direction. 

Cecil L. Murray 

Los Angeles 

Hector Villagra 

San Gabriel 

Murray is the vice chairman of the Citizens' Commission on Jail Violence. Villagra is executive 

director of the ACLU of Southern California. 

Undersheriff Paul Tanaka is quick to criticize Baca. But while the sheriff was away on his 

numerous trips, as Tanaka complained, wasn't the undersheriff in charge of the department? 

Voters should read both men's testimony before the jails commission to understand that neither 

should have their vote when Baca stands for reelection in 2014. Tanaka is just as responsible for, 

as he called it, this "house of cards." 

Denise J. Ryan 

Valencia 
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